4
-«

-Approved For RelQQ%EJ&ENI@BP%J%NRE&M 40006-3

COUNTRY

“0
IARY25x1A

: /51
[T ,‘ ST T "(’ ' H
CLASSIFICATION ut%’u;i/uu;.xm.m/"u;z [RICIONN

Lﬁ? ol

hAuptria

TOPIC

Information concernins the Upper dustrian Branch of the Comnunist

Party of iustria

REMARKS

EVALUAT! ON_-

DATE OF CONTENT. l,'-1t1eAI."\av 1950

DATE OBTAINED [ ——o~e Preparen

REFERENCES

2OXTA

o oeraneo

25X1A

20X
24 July 1950

PAGES 2

ENCLOSURES (no. & TYPE)

Foe

l“

oints of Communist Propaganda,

Lditor in chief Lichard Schueller, of the Communist nevspaper
Heue Zeit in Linz stated thot the propazanda of the Communist
Party in Austria is focused at present on the issue of world
peace with a view toward harassins the &ustrian Government

and glving the rest of the world the impression that Austria
1s dominated by the Communist Party, Schueller also gaid that
the Communist Party has initiated the establishment of people's
councils which will bezin functioning in Upper Austria by mide-
June 1950, * Another task of the Communist Farty, according

to Schueller, is to counteract the increasing sympathies for
the policy of the "‘est German Fovernment, This task is to be
undertaken by disrupting the Serman connections of the Aus-
trian People's Party and by rousing anti-(erman feelinzs

among the rationalist elements in Austria, In this regard
Schueller also mentioned the offorts of the "inst Luropean
Catholic parties to build a2 common defense front, including
the effecting of an early German-irench union,

Peace Campaign in Unper austria.

2-

Schueller and other Communist Party functionaries in Upper
fustria have expressed disapproval of the results of the
Communlst peace campalgn, lioticeable zains have been made
only in the industrial areas of Linz =nd Steyr, in the luehl-
viertel and in Urfahr, urther efforts arc to be directed at
proselyting amon: the Salzkamnersut population, for which
rurpose an office for propaganda and organization will be
established in Gmuhden,

Reorzanization of the Communist Party branch in the Iwehlviertel.

3.

Schueller indicated that the Communist Party branch in the
iuehlviertel is to undergo complete reorganization. FPertinent
changes will be effected by the Vienna Central Committee of
t%?fpa(ty on orders of the Soviet !Military fdministration
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The party branch in the luehlviertel is to be remodeled in
accordance with the pattern of the Socialist Unity Party of .
the Soviet Zone of Germany., Special efforts will be made to
proselyte among the rural population because the Soviet
Hilitary Administration has charged the Communist Party with
alienating itself from the peasants. The reorganization of
the Huehlviertel party branch is scheduled to be completed
by august 1950, '
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omment. Local people's councils are to encompass
persons of all walks of life who have Marxist and anti-
Fagelst leanings or who are politically indifferent. Those
sclected for people’s councils will not be informed but will
merely be reported by the party locals to the rrovincial heade
quarters, People's councils are also being established in large
industrial enterprises, with the councillors being picked by
the Communist Farty ceil° It has been noticed that the party
suborganizations have not as yet been briefed on the purpose
and the functicns of the people's couneils,
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